* 


The Biſhop of $ 4 


"i 
: . 
* 

"$7 
- 


* 4 


IS 5 . ö 


On the 10th Day of March, 1503. 


£4. AF I * ; a 


ord Biſhop of Sarum. 


tinted by Her Majeſty's Spectal Command. 


| | Printed for Ri. Chi well, at the Roſe and Crown in| | | 
St. Pauls Church yard. MDCCVI. i 


Ps A1. XLIX. Ver. 20. 

Man that in in Honour, and underflandeth 
not, is like the Beaſts that periſh. 
4 HIS Plalm is a Solemn Call to all the 


World to prepare for Death. High and Ver. 2. 
Low, Rich and Poor, are all equally con- 


tive, In the Introd 
2 Parable. The Pſalmiſt does, as it were, hear 
len to his Compoſition, like one tuning an In- 
trument, and hearkening to it: I vill inclme mine y. 3. 
Eir to a Parable. He addreſſes himſelf chiefly to 
be Rich, who are apt to ſet Death at the greateſt 
ſtance from their Thoughts: They truſt in their v. & 
Wealth, and Boaſt of their Hebes Theſe may pro- | 
are them Help and Attendance, but cannot pay - - 
t Ranſom, not 2 much as a Reprieve from Death. KEEL 


Heir Inward Thoughts and Contrivances are, that y 1. 
Heir Flouſes ſhall continue for ever; and that at leaſt 
ar Names may live long, they call their Lands by 

tir own Names. But with how much Luſtre ſo- 
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A Lent-Sermon Preached 


v. 14. 
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Pineſß, and ſaw himſelf flattered by all about him, 


ever they may ſhine, and how much Honour ſoe- 
ver may cover them, they cannot continue long in 


that State, but are as the Beaſts that periſh; and when 
they are gone off the Stage, the Folly of their 
Maxims and Methods will be cenſured by thoſe 


. who come after them; who yet will imitate, if not 


outdo them in them; and ſo while they cenſure, yet 
in reality they approve their Conduct. But as Sheep 
gre brought into one common Fold, ſo they ſhall 


all be laid in their Graves, and then their Beauty, 


with all their Pomp, will fade and be forgot. The 
Night is long and dark, but a Morning will come, 
a General Reſurrection; and then Pure and Up- 


right Souls, how poor, and how much ſoe ver they 


were deſpiſed before, ſhall then be in Dominion, 
and fit on Thrones judging the reſt, For thePſal- 
miſt was aſſured, that God would deliver, or redeem 
him from the Power, or the Hand and Strength of 
the Grave, for he would receive him. This either 
relates to the Happy State to which he was to pals 


at his Death, or to the. glorious Reſcue from the 


Grave at his Reſurrection. Upon this Confidence 


he was not to fear, tho any of the Princes round 
about him was rich, had great Treaſures, and that | 
the Glory of his Houſe was nerf oy Congueh or 

| f 


in his Hap- 


? * 


Succeſſion. :Tho' he, bleſſed himſe 
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at St. er Chapel, 1251 


- bet he e bold at aft, how long and der N 
e- oer his Courſe reſiphe be, -go down' with all the 
in Race of his Anceſtors to the Grave, and ſhould ne- V. 19. 
n wer ſee the Light any more. 

r Thus, after a variety of Noble Bien ne 
en Tranſitions that are quick, and to uſe a Mo- 
dern Word, Pindarique, the Pſalm concludes in 
ie Words of my Text; which the Septuagint ren- 
der, Man that was in Blind, and underſtood not, is 
ade li unte the Beaſts, without Underſtanding. This, 

„bo taken, may ſeem to relate to the Firſt State of 
Ie Innocerice, from which Man is fallen, and by his 
e, Fall is become mortal, as the Beaſts are. But J 
>- ſhall take the Words 25 ey lie in our Tranſla- 
Jon. 

1 Mun l hat is in bias; Unt i is, is Man whom 
|- W God has honoured with fo many Dignities; and 
m WW wderſtandeth not, that is, does not conſider nor 
ol reflect as he ought to do on thoſe Excellencies ; ; 
er be is like the Beaſts that periſh; that is, he debaſes 
s WM himſelf to a Condition as mean and hw! as is that 
ic i of the Beaſts that periſh. This is the Character of 
ce Beaſts , they peiiſh;; the Spirit in them goes down= 20 
d ward ; whereas the Spirit in Man riſes upwards ; for 12 Reale. | 
at Wl when this, Duſt returns to the Earth as it was; the Spi- 7. 
or nit returns to God who gave it. Such Men chi who 
N en chemſelves to the Rank of Beaſts, we 
n, . ike 


Eccles. 3. 


Ae Jo in that 7 N not in Me 


as they do: Their Bodies ſhall indeed Periſh, but 


a Principle within them ſhall outlive their Bo- 
: dies, and anſwer for all that they did in them. 
So then here arc Three thiogs to be . der d. 


I. What is this Honour, by which Man, or Hu- 
man Nature, is diſtinguiſh d. 

II. What is the Conſideration we ke to 
have of chis, che want of which does (oXegrade 
us. 

III. Wherein | a * in Motions but without 
Underſtanding, is like the Beaſts thatPeriſh: The 
Reverſe of which is, That a Man who is in Ho- 
nour, and does Underſtand, is ſomewhat morc 
than a Man, like the Angels that ſee the Face of 
God continually. To the Firſt: 


By this Honour in lieh Man. is, we are to 
underſtand not only the Diſtinctions among Men, 
but the Honour common to all Human Nature. 
When God had by his Power made that vaſt 
M,aſs of Matter that we call the Univerſe, it was 
without an Inhabitant to uſe and cultivate i it: 
All Matter was made of the ſame Nature, diverſi- 


* 


led only by che Subtilty and Power of Motion. 


Some of the ourſeſt ſort of Matter is ſoon turm d 
into 
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of Thought, che true Beauty and the real Ho- 
nour of a Man. Liberty joins to raiſe this 
Hlonour higher. This is not an Extravagant 
and Licentious Humour of doing what we will, 
only becauſe we will do it. It is a power of 


turning and applying the Principle of Thought, 
and of fixing it on ſuch Objects as we direct 
it to. It is a power of deliberating, and chu- 
ſing upon Reaſon; and the better that is conſi- 
der d, and the more it is weigh'd , Liberty is 
then the beſt manag d, and is in its higheſt Ele- 
vu EEC %%% i os 


Their Thoughts are leſs lively, but more ſe- 
rene; they do not ramble fo far, bur they 
judge better: their Thoughts are chfefly brought] 
home to more practical and neceſfary Qbſetvati- 
ons, to wiſe Reflections and judicious Inference; Wl * 
and fo are directed to govern their” Tempets and fl 4 


0 James's Chappel, 170 6 7 


e by A wile and ad nc, A prudent. and fi 
Condudt. + This with relation to Human Life is 

far more valuable than the other, as the Light of 

| the Heavenly Bodies is preferable co to the Flaſhes of 

of Lightning. 

This power of Thought dining not t caſt wholly 

q within a Man, and exert it ſelf only in the i im- 
provement of his own Mind. It ſubdues and 

5. ames ſome parts of the Creation, it cultivates and 
improves others; and it invents Mechanical Con- 
trivances, by which the crude Matter of the Uni- 
verſe is wrought into various Contextures. All 
ne che uſeful and curious Inventions that do ſo de- 
ad light us, are the effects of Thought. The Cre- 
of Aion is put in our hands to ſerve us; ſome parts 
Jof it ſeem batren and uſeleſs; but out of theſe; 
0 Thought has contrived how to dig and to reſine 
50 Treaſure. I The great Vaſte of the Sea, which may 
ai. cem uſeleſs, i is — to ſer ye us; we have found 
aue contrivances to taiſe loſty Palaces, and in thoſe 
m: great and ſal Buildings to run quick to the ends 
of the Earth; and to bring back to us the Trea- 
lures of all Nations An Impreſs of Autharity 
makes the tamer ſox of Animals ſerve us; and 
ve find ways both to reduce and to dleſtroy the fiers 
gelt. This Cod has ſer us over the Creation, 
as tee st * Bowe to ſabdue e 
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he has given us both Authority over it, and Dex. 


terity to make it ſubſervient to us. 


But the nobleſt Emanation of Thought, is when 


we communicate it to thoſe of our own kind. 
Wie have the power of Speech given us, by which 
ue convey our Thoughts quick and clearly to 
others; and by the Nobleſt of all Inventions, in 
a Combination of a few Letters in Writing we 


tranſmit our Thoughts ts the greateſt diſtance of 


Time and Place; we can communicate our Joys 
to others, and 'pattake in theirs, and fhare in 
one anothers Happineſs: We enter into Soci 
and into the Ties of Relations; we are capable of 
Friendſhip, and ef Living to the Good and 
Happineſs of others: So that to a Generous Mind, 
his own Enjoyments are multiplied when they are 
communicated to many others; and he feels him- 
ſelf the happier, becauſe others are made the hap- 
pier by his means. Thus Man is Honoured by 
God, while he has ſuch à Noble Principle within 
him, that is a Copy and Image of Original Per- 
ſectidm. 1 1 . 01384 going 07 Bos eee 
FTheſe are the Honours in common given to 


all Mankind; ſome have peculiar diſtinctions, 
and a higher Rank in this Honour aſſigned them. 
Some Minds are of a Noble Mold; they have a 
| happy Temper, and a ſerene Diſpoſition; they 


have 
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have a fruitful Imagination, a ſound Reaſon, a 
good Invention, and a commanding Force of 
Perſwaſion; their Minds are Bright, and their 
Conſtitution Strong, and like to hold out long. 
They are capable of much Application, and they 
can find Pleaſure even in Toil and Labour. 
Theſe are happy Seeds and Noble Beginnings, 
in which ſome do riſe ſo far above other Mortals, 
that they ſeem to be almoſt another Species of 
Some, beſides theſe Diſtinctions that are Inter- 
nal, and may be called in ſome ſort their own, 

have great Advantages of Fortune: They were 
d happily Born, or by a more viſible as well as a 
d, more happy Train of Providences, they have been 
re raiſed far above their firſt Level. Unlook d- for 
n- MY Circumſtances have favoured them, and unex- 
p- pected Conjunctures of Accidents, and Events, 
have ſo Advanced them, that they look like 
the Men whom God delights to Honour. They 
-r- Wl re the Wonder and Delights of the World; and 
If they themſelves do often wonder at the different 
ol Situation in which they find themſelves, from 
s, what once they were, or what they pro- 
n. poſed: to themſelves ever to be. Thele have 
a = peculiar degrees of Honour put on them by 
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Supreme Exaltation, to which ſome who are ſer at 
the Top of Human Nature are arrived. They are 
raiſed as high, and brought as near the Eternal 
Spring of all Honour as is poſſible: For as God 
has put all the Works of his Hands in ſubjection to 
Man, ſo he has put many Millions of thoſe Ma- 
ſters of his Creation under them. He has given 
them great Power and Authority, chiefly the beſt 

of all Powers, the Power of doing much Good, 
and of making many happy. From them the Mi- 
ſerable find Relief, and the Oppreſſed have Juſtice: 
They are in a higher Orb, more viſible and better 
obſerved; their Influence goes far, their Beams, 
as the Sun's, ſhoot to the Ends of the Earth, and 
many riſe up and call them Bleſſed. It is true, 
they have their ſhare of Care and Anxieties; they 
may meet with great Difficulties, and much Op- 
poſition: Some Matter is ſo ſtubborn, that what 
is crooked cannot be made ſtraight; and they are 
too gentle to byeak that which cannot be mended: 
But all this Uneaſineſs is maſtered by the ſuperior 
Joy they find in char which is often in their Pow- 
er, and ever in their Will; I mean, the So- 
vereign Pleaſure of doing Good, in which 
they have à great Prerogative; And in this 


But the higheſt Aſcent in this Honour, is the 
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= they wiſh that ber could extend and. ex- 
ceed it. : 
"Theſe are the Gang to wk God has ex- 
ured Human Nature, and in which he has made 
great Varieties , ſeveral Orders and Degrees. 
There remains one. Dignity ſuperior to all the 
reſt, and yet common to the whole Race: God 


has nine, Human Nature above the whole Cre- 


ation, even above all the Orders of Angelick Be⸗ 


| ings, in this, That the Eternal Word, that was with: 


God, and was God, by whom all things. were made, 
was made Heſh, ond. ſojourned here on Earth; and 
was found in faſhion as a Man, and in the form of 4 
Servant: He was then made a little lower than Angels, 
becauſe he carried about him a Mortal Body; but 
he is now crowned. with Glory and Honour ; exalted: 
far above Principalities and Powers, and all the Hoſts 
of Heaven. Nor is this only an Honour done our 
Nature, that is wholly. cxtrinſick to us, with 


which we may be delighted as with the Honours 


done our-Country, though. we have no ſhare in 
them, nor Benefit by them; but from this the 
greateſt Honours of which our Natures are capa- 
ble, are derived to us. We are not only reſcued 
from Miſery and Deſtruction, but pur in the cer- 
tain Hopes which cannot fail us, unleſs we wil- 
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lingly throw chem away, and forfeit them, of be- 
ing ee en and eternally happy: 


s out of this Frail and Mortal 


When we pa 
State, then our Natures ſhall be ſo alter d, 
that we ſhall not only put off Weakneſs, Cor- 
ruption and Mortality, but we ſhall be made 
like unto the Angels of God : Our very Bo- 
dies ſhall be ſo purified and fixed, that we 
ſhall be like the Stars that ſhine for ever and 
ever: Our Faculties ſhall be then open d to 
all the Dimenſions of which they are capa- 
ble: We ſhall ſee all Things in a Clear 
Light, with Bright and Pure Minds: We 


ſhall then look through the whole Creation, 


of which we know now but a ſmall part, 


and that very defectively: We ſhall ſee the 


| Juſtice, the Wiſdom, and the Beauty of 
Providence , of which we have now.ſo many 
- perplexing Thoughts, that do often entangle 
us: We ſhall be then perfectly and un- 


changeably good, and ſhall be ſecured of 


the Continuance of that Bleſſedneſs, in 


"which we ſhall find many Excellent Be- 


ings; Angels, as well as Saints, Sha- 
rers with us in that Supreme Exaltation ,. 


Sto Which our Natures ſhall be then carried. 
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Thus Man is the being which God delights to 
Honour. It is fit in the next place to ſee what 
Uſe and Advantage we may draw from all theſe 
Privileges and Dignities, how we ought to un- 
derſtand and conſider, and ſeriouſly to Reflect on 


all this, if we do it not, we degrade our Na- 


tures and become as the Beaſts that Periſh. - 
The 2d Particular propoſed, was the under/tan- 
ding all this as we ought to do: For want of which 
we become ſo debaſed, as to be like the Beaſts that 
Periſh. Certainly thoſe who aſcribe all the Ho- 
nour that has fallen to their ſhare ; either to blind 
Nature, or rigid Fate; to giddy Chance, or lucky 
Accidents ; to the Aſpect of a Star, or a fortunate 
Nativity; theſe are without underſtanding : they 


let not their Thoughts run up to the Source 


and Original of all, but pleaſe themſelves with 

vain Reflections. They aſcribe as much as they 
can of what befalls them to themſelves, and im- 
pute the reſt to ſome unknown Cauſe, on which 

they make little or no Reflection: Theſe are the 
Perſons without underftanding. Thoſe who Re- 
lect more and judge truer, conſider that the 
Spring of much of that which befalls them, was 
Born with them: A happy, a ſound, and a well 
formed Body; the Seeds of Memory, Judgment. 
Il C a . | 25 
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noble Flame that was dropt into chem, or ſoms 


unchought of Acceen tha dre in ce Cri 
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nd beſt parts of their Life; whereas from the ab- 
ſence of ſuch a Thought, or of ſuch an Excitati- 
on, and from ſome unlucky as well as unlookt 
ſor Accident, which was neither in their Power 
to prevent, nor hinder, great and well laid Deſigns i 
have become Abortive. So that to Reflect on * 
theſe much, and ſo lay them often together is tru- 1 
ly- to undeiftand; as the forgetting or neglecting 
them is not to underſtand. eb 

There is another ſort of Reflection, which thoſe 
who have a true underſtariding will certainly make, 
and in which thoſe who have it not will be very 3 
defective; which is the conſidering for what Ends 5 
this Honour: was put on Humane Nature, and | 
for what the peculiar L Diſtinctions with which they 
have been Bleſſed were Intended. This is to pur- 
ſue the Deſigns of the Creator, and to anſwer 
the Ends of Providence: The more we awaken 
Thought; and the further we carry it, we do by 
that the better Anſwer the Honour done our Na- 
ture; an extent of uſeful Knowledge, a nice 
obſerving the Works of God, and the forming 
great and Noble Ideas within us is that _— we 
moſt feel Exalts and Advanees all our Powers; 2 
gives"us''berter- Views and ai nobler Proſpect! A 
_—_ „ is a true Light within him, and he” 

C 2 | Rejoyces 
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Rejoyces in it; but all Men have neither the free- 
dom of Mind, nor the Advantages neceſſary to 
furniſh them to go far this way ; their Education 
and Circumſtances cramp them: Vet Men of all 
ſes can Obſerve, Remember and Reflect on what 
chey do ſee and know, and from that they may 
form juſt Judgments, and lay down true Meaſures 
for their own Conduct. A degree of Knowledge 
es obvious, and is as common as the Light about 
us: So that few Periſh for the want ol it, tho 
many do for the neglecting to apply and improve 
it. To perfect our Liberty, we muſt endeavour 
to ſhake off che Biaſs of Paſſion, Appetite and In- 
tereſt. The more we diſengage our ſelves from 
© theſe Fetters, we are the better diſpoſed to dilibe- 
rate wiſely : The more we look at things on all 
their ſides, the calmer and the cooler we are within, 
and the more we fortify all the Springs of choſe 
" Reſolutions and Maximes that we ſet our (elves, 
ve exalt our Liberty the more, and give Reaſon 
its due Authority over us. „ 


* 


And as to the exerting theſe Powers without us, 
the more we keep up our Dominion over the 
Creation, the more we Maſter it, and the leſs we 
are Maſtered by any part of it, we do the more 
maintain our Authority over theſe things 2 
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and ſubdue us, we reverſe. the Order of the Crea- 
tion, and ſubject our. ſelves to that which we were 


made to command, and to ſubdue. _ 


The more we live to the good of others, the 


more we open our Minds to true and generous 


Friendſhips ; the more we enter into the Concerns 
of Humane Nature, and bear a ſhare in what 
happens to thoſe abour us, the renderer our Hearts 
are, the more generous our Natures grow, the 
more active we are in our endeavours for the good 
of others, we become by all theſe the more per- 
fect Beings, and act the moſt ſuitably to the Dig. 
nity of our Nature. renters N 


la this every one has ſome compaſs, but the 


higher Men are raiſed they have a larger Sphere: 
Thoſe who underſtand things aright, conſider of 


what muſt be the Ends of Providence in their Ex- 


altation; they obſerve as well as they can how 
much is in their Power 6 and how far they can im- 


prove that, to be the Bleſſings as well as the Glo- 


ties of the Age they live in: Every enlargement 
of their Condition — them new. Capacities, 
y to exert to many about 


which they will ſtud: 


God has put under our Feet: When We ſuffer the 
World, the Wealth and Pomp of it, to govern + 


them, in the. moſt . beneficial - Manner they 
—_—_ | 


Such . 


nn 
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Suck as are at the Top bans both — 
ter a vaſter Sphere. They can make great mul. 
titudes Safe, Eaſy and Hap PP, and by this means 
they can diſpoſe them to. be both Wiſer and Ber: 
ter: This will be the frequent Subject of their 
Thought, that ſo they may be as like God as 
may be, and may n themſelves o be _ 
his Vicegerehts. „ ff 2 f equilites: 

On the other Hand, cok as: dok not -underſtind; 
reckon that all the ern of Providence to them, 
are ſo many Indulgences, given to them to 
gratify Soth and Luxury, Extravagance and Va- 
nity. Ibhey reckon they are to Live to chem- 
ſelves, and that the reſt of the World was made 
for chem, to Live or to Die as it may advance 
their Glory, or ſerve their Ambition. Theſe are 
the Perſons, who how bright a Luſtre of Ho- 
nour ſoever may be caſt upon them, yet ſhew 
plainly chat they have - noi reve. -Underſtan- 
din 

3 inſtance. in baulich 1 true e e 
ding of thoſe in Honour will ſhewiit ſelf, is when 
they reflect often on the Reverſes of Fortune, and 
the Accidents. that may overtake them; and may 
overturn all their Schemes: We have ſo many 
laſtinces of this i in * have ſeen ſo much 
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of it in our own Time; that it is a ſtrange want of 
underſtanding, if any Man thinks he is out of the 
1 reach, of it, and ſecure againſt the poſſibility of 
- fatal Accidents, He that 18 buried in Sloth ö ; and 
r lives in a want of Thought, thinks: that to Mor- = 
; row/ will be as to Day, and better alſo: He flat. 1 
ters himſelf with the hopes that he is ſafer than all —̃— Y 
who have gone before him were, and this is perhaps } 
becauſe he thinks he is ſafe againſt one ſort of Ac- 
cidents, but he does not conſider how many more 
map lie in his way. But he who has a right un- 
; | derftanding of things accuſtomes himſelf often to 
reflect on the ſtrange and ſudden Reverſes of hu- 
* ST „ | fag | 
. mane Affairs; he does not indeed torment himſelf 
; with fretful Anxieties concerning things which are 
. at, a{great., diſtance, and that may never happen 
E o-hims) yet he thinks chat they may happen: This 
„ will make him. Cautious and Diligent, and Mo- 
; dſt, ang. Humble in this. Exaltationg ſo thät he 
| will not he ſurprized, even if things ſhauld fall 
out that at preſent he has no great reaſon to appre- 
hend? Bur ta Fottify himiſelf againſt all Aceidents he 
mainfzins a good / Con ſcience within him and he 
truſts to dhe Providenae of God; this will give 
him a true firmneſs of Mind, and Will 5 fortify 
him againſt all the Morldqwith an invincible CG 
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rage. There is one great Accident, if it may be 
called an Accident, that he knows hangs over him 


8 


3 


and can be at no very great diſtance from him, 


and that is Death, which is the chief thing recom- 
mended to his Thoughts by this Pſalm. He ſees 


what is the common meaſure. of Life, he reckons 


oft within himſelf how many of his Years arc 
gon, he feels the decays of Nature, and the dregs 


of Age within him: And therefore he keeps his 
Grave in view, as Joſeph of Arimathea did, who 
had his Sepulchre in his Garden; the place of 
his Retirement, as well as of his Pleaſure, that 


ſo in his ſecrer Retreats, as well as in his gayer 


Days, he might remember his latter End. He 
does not flatter himſelf, as che Fool in the Goſ- 
pel did, that he had much laid up for many Years, 


wereas in that Night his Soul was to be taken from him. 


Thoſe who are full and at caſe under the great- 


eſt Affluence of Wealth and Pleaſure, may be apt 


to put the evil day far from them, but it will 
overtake them, perhaps ſo much the ſooner and 


the more ſeverely, becauſe they keep it ſo much 
out of view. Theſe are the Men of no Under- 

ſtanding; the Man of Wiſdom knows he is Mor- 

tal, and accuſtoms himſelf often to think on 


what ſtate he is in to meet Death, how he can 
V 05 
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bear the Thoughts of that at a diſtance, and how 


Firmneſs, that becomes a Man, much more a 
e 5 h 


* 


A further improvement of this Reflection in 


the Man of Underſtanding, is his leoking 
often thro both Life, Death, and the Grave, 
to the endleſs and unchangeable State that is 


beyond them. It is the joy of a Wiſe and 


Good Man, that he knows he is not to Live 
always, where he muſt ſee all the viciflitudes of 


Humane Affairs, and all the Follies of Hu- 


mane Nature. He grows weary of them and 
Comforts himſelf with che approach of a 
happy Deliverance, and of a better State. This 
ſupports him under all his preſent Uneaſineſs, 
LY makes him ſtudy to fir himſelf by being 
38 Good, and by doing as much Good as 
poſſibly he can, that ſo he may have the leſs to 
anſwer for, and the more to rejoyce in: But 
to make this ſure, he looks oft to him who was 


his Sacrifice, and is his Advocate: Who is "2a 
Ions 


paring à Place for him among thoſe Man 


chat are above: becauſe he Lives, he knows he 


hall Live alſo : He feels, he truſts to him, and 
ſtudies to Conform himſelf to the Pattern he ſet 


* 
* 


he can reſolve on Encountring it wich the Calm 
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All theſe Thoughts are ſtrange, things to: Mey 
void of Undesſtanding, they look on the Proſpect 
of another State, as a+ Vapour of Melancholy, 
or a Heat of Imagination: They think they are 
now well, and they have no Notion either of 
a better State, or of the way to it: So they 
bleſs themſelves in their preſent Enjoyments, 
and fince they have no right to any ptoſpect be: 
yond this Life, they do therefore think as lit 
tle, and as ſeldom of it; as poſſibly they 
i ode, 1 Brg ang. ont 
And now ve have ſeen to What Honour God 
has raiſed Humane, Nature, and what diverſities 
there are in the diſtribution of it; we have alſo 
ſeen what, uſe is made of it, both hy thoſe who 
have Underſtanding; and by thoſe: Who have it 

not: It remains to conſider what are the Effects 

| all this has .on:itheſe: ſeveral ſorts of Men. 5 They 
who:underſtand net,are like the Beaſts that Periſh; 
they have indeed a ſuperiority of; Nature above 
them; bur they ſink; it and fall doun from that 
Glorious Height, into a haſe and | degenerated 
State: Even while they ſtudy to raiſe - themſelves 
to a more ſolemn Pitch, yet while they ſeem to 
take Wings to flychigher, chey fall imo dhe great. 
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elt debaſemgns:; Homanec Nature chn i fRoop, to. 


They perhaps fwell},big/7inc their own: Concen, 


they are apt to flatter themſelves, and: as ſoon as 


16; 8 oblerved that they deſire to be flactered by 


others, they; will be ſoon. beſet with ſuch. an ;over- 


charge af it, as will make all the reſt of the World 
nauſeate it zand yet they fancy they have a juſt Claim 
to it all, and impute it only to a want of In- 


yeution, that it is not more copiouſſy offered to 


them. They ate flattered almoſt into 4 Noti- 
on even of their own Divinity, while yet they ate 
no better than Beaſts of * Like Tigers or 
Crocodiles, devouring Mankind by Thouſands 
and. Mill ions, mowingiir down by Wars p exhau- 


ſting one part of the World, which is ſo. unhap- 


Py: as to be in their P ower, with Oppreſſive and 
Intolerable Taxes, and deſtroyiug the other parts, 
only becaule they come not tamely into the Sla- 
yery they deſign them to. For this; tho it is 
more deſtructive than any Plague or Famine, yet 
4: ſplendid Name is Invented, it paſſes for 
Glory and Greatneſs: Conqueſt, and /the Extent of 


Empire; the worſt of Robberies, ſonndxbig and 


ſeems to ballance all the: Blood that is ſhed; and 
al che Deſtruttian that: is madei to. bring them 
Abdut- Noch ti (an Y orfiot 4% h 6 nm bas 
DEA ff 
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ent- Sermon Pram 
Alͤre alf the Beaſts: of the Forreſt, are all the 
Creatures that live on Blood and Prey, ſuch De. 
ſtroyers and Devourers of Minkind as one of theſe 
is, eſpecially if he has run a long Courſe, and 

by a Torrent of Succeſs is encouraged to feed on 

the Blood of many Nations? There is, it is true, 
a falſe appearance of greatneſs in this, but it is 

a falſe one: Such Enemies of Mankind are like 
Beaſts armed with Teeth, Horns, Claws, and all 

the Inſtruments of Deſtruction, furniſhed with the 
Power of doing much Miſchief, and born to be 

the Curſes of the Age, and the Reproaches of Hu- 
made Nature; 0th onion yeoiliiohrr 
Another fort of brutal Debaſement is, when 
Men capable of great things, do yet deliver them- 

| 
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| ſelves up to brutiſh Senſuality, to all-the Contri- 
vances and the Waſte of Luxury, in which they 
wallow as Swine in the: Puddle; thinking the x 
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beſt uſe. of Wealth and Authority is to furniſh Ml * 
them with all the Inventions of bewirching but i ' 
6 debaſing Pleaſure. This Corrupts them into all the . 
" | exceſſes of Vice and Sloth, it depraves and in 
Time extinguiſhes choſe noble Powers, that were 
perhaps Born with them: It imploies them at 
beſt in mad Frolicks, and wild Extravagances; 
and in a courſe of ſome Years, if they with their Ml 

er} W Exceſſes 


do underſtand are ſomewhat mor than Men, 


— — 
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Exceſſes can hold out ſo long, they ſink into a 


Lethargy of Soul, and an incurable Stupidity. 
Others debaſe themſel ves in a Manner yet more 


contemptible, they grow like Inſects or Vermin 


that creep into the Earth, they give themſelves 
to heap up Wealth, of which they can never have 


enough; ſo they never can make any good 
uſe of that ſurfeiting Abundance in which they 


Neſtle themſelves: Theſe are abject. and fawning 
ſtill upon a new Scent, always Anxious, and ever 
uneaſy while they are oppreſſed with a load of uſe- 
leſs. Wealth, and corrupted by Sordid Avarice. 

Theſe are ſome of the yarious Debaſements, 
into which Men who have no Underſtanding 


do ſink, and ſo Corrupt themſelves. They are 


like the Beaſts that Periſh, and are ſo much the 


more Beaſts, becauſe they make themſelves ſuch, 


and corrupt that Reaſon that was made capable of 
great Things, and become by its means mote 
exquiſitely Cruel, more ingeniouſſy Voluptuous, 
and more abjectly Baſe, thin the: worſt of the 


Race of Animals. : 


But let us now turn theſe another Way, and 
view it in the Reverſe; if thoſe who: nnderſtand 


not are leſs than Men, and like Beaſts; thoſe who 
liker. 
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| Hker Angels than Men. Whatla 
Creature is: one that is raiſed tdugteàt Honour, 
and joins with that ia true MUndetſtandingꝭʒ that 
conſiders the End; both of ſuch m Beitigg rand of 


ſueh an Exaltation. A, Perſon do rqiſed that 


has with it a. true Serenity» of Temper, and a 
tender Benignity: of Nature, that has: Bowels of 
Compaſſion, with an Univerſal Love and Good- 
nels, will be ever contriving what great Good 


is to be done, and will. encourage: others co 


bring noble Deſigns in view: And hen one 
good thing is done, then another will be ſought 


r5::58uch-4; Perſon: underſtands well what is the 


beſt . uſe of Wehlck and Nower, that it is given them 


to ſupport great Undertakings,)and that not only 
for the good of ſuch as are tlieir own chief Care, but 


even for allt about them, for all who nerd their 


Help, and call: for their Protection. When 
this overflowing Goodneſs is: ſpread to 
Nations rolind about, but it is moſt particular- 
ly felt by thoſe who fir ſafe under that ſhad- 
dow, and are Eaſy and Proſperous, while their 
is little of that within View 5) what can be ſaid of 
ſuch a Starep:iand: of fuch!a>Perſon? i: Certainly 
ſuch Princes (fe fuch there are) will bo more in 
danger fiom the Veneration, L had almoſt 4 

the 
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all, by the Perſon; in whoſe Breaſ 
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| N of their P heople, chan from. how: | 


tion or Rel xellion, . . G 

There are indeed bo. few, 04 ps their = 
be is not. * 40 by the Nutnbers of them. 

Happy thoſe who are under ſuch an Aulpici 
ous Reign: Happy. are che Subjects, and Hap- 
py are the Neighbours of ſuch a 3 
Happy thoſe who are admitted to ſee them in 
a nearer Light? Happy thoſe who are under. 
ſuch an —. 9 and moſt particularly Hap- 
py Thould we all be, if taught by that Exam 


ple; v couldf all put on che Tempep & often 
Recommended, from one that feels ſo ſenſibly 
the "Happineſs of an enlarged Goodneſs, chac 


no wonder if it... is vehemently. preſſed. on us 


ſt __ it lives, in 
whom it ſhines ſo Bright, and from whom it 


flows Out "fo; Liberally on us all. This is 


ſurely the Image of God: One har is chas 
in Honour and Underſtandeth, that is already ſo 


like the Angels of God, that dg Mimiſter to 
the Heirs of Salvation; "ſhall in due Time be 
made ike” to bim, who. i the: Bead oy An- 
hey .? 
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A Ie i Fre 3 
RY us all, © 2 IF WG der the Honor 
chat God has laid on us, and righely "Under: 
ſtand the proper ways of Improving it, to 

our own Happineſs, and to his Honour. To 
whom, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be. all 
Honour and Glory, both e now and evermore, 
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